
30th October, 2022 
The paper-version Service 

To Begin: Find a Bible and 

a comfortable place. If 

safe, light a candle and read prayerfully through the 

service. If you have access to worship music, choose a song 

and listen to it as you begin or read, or even sing, the song from this Sunday’s 

Service set out below.  

Opening Prayer: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song: 

Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem 

drowns 

all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 

through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o'er the grave, 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save; 

his glories now we sing 

who died and rose on high, 

who died eternal life to bring, 

and lives that death may die. 

 Crown him the Lord of love; 

behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 

in beauty glorified; 

no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 

but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

 

 Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 

creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 

thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity.

 



 

One Service Sunday Sermon.1 John 3:1-3. We Live As Saints. 

Part One 

 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are!  

In church we begin by thinking about how the world defines us: 

 What we do – job, school, sport, hobbies 

 What we look like- hair colour, body shape, height etc  

 What we are good at (or bad at) maths, science, sport, writing, 
art,  

 Family labels- mum, dad, grandparent, child, sister, aunt, uncle 
etc. 

- How do you think the world would define you? 

The first verse from today’s reading reminds us of our true identity as a child of 
God, and throughout the bible we are told we are defined by God and not by the 
world: 

Psalm 139:13-14 

You made my whole being. You formed me in my mother’s body. 
14 I praise you because you made me in an amazing and wonderful way. 

    John 1:12 
12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God— 

Galatians 4 

6 Now that we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts. And his Spirit tells us that God is our Father. 7 You are no longer 

slaves. You are God’s children, and you will be given what he has promised 

All our worldly identities are temporary but our identity as a child of God is 

eternal.  
 

Part Two 

The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear 
friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 
known. But we know that when Christ appears,[a] we shall be like him, for we shall 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203%3A1-3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30582a


see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is 
pure. 

 

How are we recognised?  

In church we’ll be looking at some baby photos – whilst we might be able to tell a 
little bit about these people when these pictures were taken, they hadn’t grown 
into their full identity yet. In the same way, we know that we are children of God, 
but we don’t know exactly who/what we will be – as the Bible says “it has not yet 
been made known” 

- When you were little, what did you dream of doing as an adult?  

We can’t know exactly what we will one day be like, but the Bible does tell us that 
we will be like Jesus… “for we shall see him as he is.” This means that we don’t 
know everything there is to know about Jesus either, but going from what we do 
know, becoming like him sounds like a great future.  

In church we’ll be discussing what we know about Jesus, and the characteristics 
recognise in him that we want to grow in ourselves. You might like to make some 
notes. 

Following discussion with one another, we’ll be taking this conversation into 
prayer, chatting to God, and asking him questions using the following prompts. 
You can talk to him out loud, in your head, on paper or in any way you feel 
comfortable. Remember that he joins in the conversation too, but often not with 
an audible voice – try to be observant of how you’re feeling, the things that you’re 
noticing or remembering – these could all be his way of communicating with you. 
Always check it matches up with what you know about him in the Bible, or ask 
another Christian if you’re unsure. 

o Tell Jesus what you want to be or do in 10 years time 

o Tell Jesus in what way you most aspire to be like him 

o Ask God to draw your attention to the characteristic he most 

wants you to focus on nurturing / growing in your own life 

o Tell Jesus if there are any parts of his character that you think are 

really hard to imitate 

o Ask God to remind you of a way you’ve already grown or 

developed, for which he’s proud of you 

o Tell / ask him anything else you want to. 

  



Prayers: Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice! Let 
your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
(Philippians 4:4-6)  

 Pray for this day, and the coming week. 

 Pray for justice, mercy, peace, and hope. 

 Pray for individuals, neighbours, and for family & 
friends. 

 Pray for the Church. 

 

Collect: Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

God, the giver of life, whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church: by the Spirit’s 

gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ and make us eager to do your will, that 

we may share with the whole creation the joys of eternal life; through Jesus Christ 

your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing to be declared over yourselves, The Good Shepherd, the communities 
around us and our whole nation. ‘The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make 
his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face towards you 
and give you peace.’ (Numbers 6:24-26 NIV). 

 

The Notices:  We are now holding services in the building on Sundays at 8am and 
9.30am, and are live streaming the 9.30 service. This Paper Service will continue 
for the moment and is generally available the week after the service.  

 Tea and Chat & Bowls: Wed. 16th Nov. at 2pm, Church Hall and Church. 

 Coffee and Questions: 23rd Nov. at 11am in Church Hall. 

 COGS Tots: 2nd Mondays.     COGS Tinytots: Monday mornings.   

 Messy Church: Second Sundays of the month.  


