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Responding to Love

To Begin: Find a Bible and a comfortable place. If safe, light a
candle and read prayerfully through the service. If you have

access to worship music, choose a song and listen to it as you
begin or read, or even sing, the song from this Sunday’s

Service.

Opening Prayer: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn:

My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and
righteousness;

| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, | stand:
all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face,
| rest on his unchanging grace;

in every high and stormy gale,

my anchor holds within the veil.

On Christ, the solid Rock, | stand:
all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

His oath, his covenant, his blood,
support me in the whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way,
he then is all my hope and stay.

On Christ, the solid Rock, | stand:
all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

When he shall come with trumpet
sound,

O may | then in him be found:
dressed in his righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before the throne.
On Christ, the solid Rock, | stand:

all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.



The Readings: Hebrews 8:1-6 Mark 2:13-28 — Being Renewed

Read Mark 2:15-28

And consider the Pharisees who obeyed traditions such as ritual cleansing
whereas Jesus was eating with tax collectors and sinners, for Jesus’s mission
was to seek and save the lost.

And Jesus was not fasting but bringing the Kingdom in.

And ate, legally, corn in the cornfield and explaining that He is the Lord of
the Sabbath.

Mark 2:15-28

While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and
sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who
followed him. When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him
eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does
he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor,
but the sick. | have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and
asked Jesus, “How is it that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees
are fasting, but yours are not?”

Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is
with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. 20 But the time
will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they
will fast.

“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the
new piece will pull away from the old, making the tear worse. 22 And no one
pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins,
and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine
into new wineskins.”

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and as his disciples
walked along, they began to pick some heads of grain. 24 The Pharisees said to
him, “Look, why are they doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”

He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry and in need? 26 In the days of Abiathar the high
priest, he entered the house of God and ate the consecrated bread, which is
lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.”

Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the
Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”



17th Sunday after Trinity: Almighty God, you have made us for yourself,
and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: pour your love into
our hearts and draw us to yourself, and so bring us at last to your heavenly
city where we shall see you face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing to be declared over yourselves, St Andrews and The Good
Shepherd, the communities around us and our whole nation. ‘The Lord
bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace.’
(Numbers 6:24-26 NIV).

At the Church of the Good Shepherd

e Tea and Chat: October 16" at 2pm in the Church Hall.

e Tea and Bowls: October 16" at 2pm in the Church.

e Coffee and Questions: September 25" and October 23™ at 10.30am in
the Church Hall.

e Tea and Praise: 3pm Sunday, October 6"

e The Community Cupboard, 2:45pm every Thursday in Church.

For Further information:

This paper and all parish details are on the website at
https://www.parishofmedsteadandfourmarks.co.uk



