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The Vicarôs Letter 
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 

prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 

and teachers, to equip his people for 

works of service, so that the body of 

Christ may be built up until we all reach 

unity in the faith and in the knowledge 

of the Son of God and become mature, 

attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ.ò Ephesians chapter 4, verses 11-13. 

In so many ways, so many contribute to our churchôs life. Thank 

you for all you do. Most of us donôt see ourselves with the job titles 

Paul lists in Ephesians, but we are nevertheless, a church privileged to 

experience these roles being carried out.  

But we are not in the business of building ña churchò, in fact weôre 

not in a business at all, we are working together, contributing to a 

Kingdom to see the body of Christ ñbuilt upò. The church exists not 

for its own ends or for our benefit, it exists for the glory of God and 

to declare and be Good News to our communities. The church exists, 

said a former archbishop, for the benefit of non-members.  

That we can ñdoò so much ï growing larger in God ï is testimony 

to you and our whole family, but especially it is a clear witness to the 

grace of God.  

We have just celebrated the past year at our Annual Meeting, giv-

en thanks for those who have served in positions of responsibility and 

appointed others. Please continue to give thanks for all God has 

blessed us with. If youôve not seen it yet, pick-up a copy of this yearôs 

brochure and continue to pray for our whole church as we participate 

in the Kingdom of God. Pray especially for our leaders of the various 

ministries and for yourself as you, together with us all, ask God for 

guidance about your own role in this. 

As we respond to Godôs love, letôs continue to grow deeper in Him, 

rooted in Jesus. If we get this right, we will grow as a body and grow 

larger in mission.  

       Yours  
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COGS Club 

The Summer Club is getting closer 

The Freedom in Christ Course 
If you would like to participate in the next course 

please contact Roger & Colette Buckley - 01420 

590089.  

Pray for: 

¶ Ali Beckettôs work and for the Starfish Malawi organisation. 

¶ Our link Church of the Good Shepherd in Lotome, Karamoja. 
Pray for rain, for discussions between deanery and Karamojong 
bishops, for maintenance of vehicles suffering on African roads. 

¶ The flyjesus mission this summer (www.flyjesus.co.uk) 

Service Time Change 

We have moved from 9.30 and 11.15 to a single mid-morning 
service at 9.30. The 8 am and 7 pm services remain the same.  

We now also have an informal Cell Church meeting at 11.30 
am every Sunday in the church hall and our Messy Church con-
gregation on the second Saturday of the month. 

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem as Psalm 122 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ñMay those who love you be 
secure. 

May there be peace within your walls and security within your 
citadels.ò 

  

Follow the latest news on the weekly sheet.      [Ed.] 



 

Page 5                   Growing Deeper in God and Larger in Mission 

 Each Month in the Church 

(You are welcome to attend any of our meetings) 

Our Sunday Services are at 8 am (a quiet style), at 9.30 am and 

at 7 pm (a celebration service). Most, but not all, are Communion 

Services. 

Children also come to: 

Messy Church: 4-6 pm on the 2nd Sat-
urday in the month (except in August). 
Kidôs Church: Sundays at 9.30  

COGS Clubs during the year. 

Cr¯che: Sundays at 9.30 am. 

Youth (Year 7 up) also come to: 

Seeke:eR and Worship:eR (Sundays). 

Deep:eR Three Cell Groups on Mon-

days (7 pm). 

Re:grouP on Wednesdays (7 pm). 

ñSoul Survivorò and ñNew Wineò. 

Further information from Matt in the Church Office or the 

diary on www.goodshepherdfourmarks.org.uk 

Menôs Quiz Evening:             
Sat. 5th May at 7.30 pm 

Tea and Praise   
3 pm on Sundays. 
several times a 
year. 

Prayer Clinics 

Held by Colette  & 
Roger and Sue & 
Alan, usually by 
appointment. 

See the Weekly 
Newsletter         
for details. 

Holiday at Home 

For the over-60s held three 
times a year. Next: 30 July to 
1st August, 2018. 

W? Worship 
Event 

Normally quarterly 
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Pop in for Prayer 

10 am 14th  May  

All welcome for 10 minutes or more: 

Brian and Rosalie, 17 Fairfield Green 

 For other Prayer Meetings, please see weekly newsletter 

Tea and Chat 

& Tea and Bowls  

3 pm 16th May 

More information from the 
office (560622) 

Coffee and              

Communion 

11 am 2nd May 

More information from the of-
fice (560622) 

Toddlersô Lunches 

12.30 ī 2.30 pm, 10th and 24th May 

More information: Caroline c/o the Church Office  

Prayer Chain 
If you have any urgent requests for prayer through the Prayer 
Chain, please email both Matt in the Church Office 
(cogsoffice@gmail.com) and Howard Wright 
(howardwright.cogs@gmail.com); or ring either Matt (01402-
560622) or Howard (01420-563344).  

Pastoral Care 

If you would like a visit by a member of the Visiting Team or 
you know of someone who would, please contact the team 
leaders, Debbie Norgate (01420-84534) or Gilly Cobb (01420-
544404), or Howard Wright (01420-563344) or Matt in the 
office (01420-560622). 
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Messy Church 

Meets 4 to 6 pm on the Second Sat-
urday each month except in August 

    Next: 12th May 

Setting up normally at 9.30 am and preparation from 3 pm 

For further information contact Jane Hughes, the Families Work-
er, on 07711 407831 or Jane_COGS@btinternet.com  

Care Homes Ministry 
Belford House: 22nd May 

 Westlands: 9th May 

For further information contact Janet Foster (01420-563993), Rob 

Hughes or the Church Office (560622) 

Cell Groups 

Thirteen groups meet at various times and frequen-
cies during the week. 

For further information contact Val Lucas, the ministry leader for 

Cells (01420-561139) 

Litter Picking.  Next: Sat 19th May 

10 - 11 am on the third Saturday each 
month. Meet in the car park behind the 

garage at Oak Green.  

For further information contact John Fowler-Wright (01420-

563380) or the Church Office (01420-560622) 
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  Mission of the Year: Ali Beckett 

Ali is settling down in Malawi and has seen most of the Starfish pro-
jects, and is looking forward to teaching the children in Moto nursery 
school when the term begins. She has met a lot of her Starfish col-
leagues who are ñlovely Christians.ò 

At the moment Ali is living with a family as the flat that she will 
eventually be living in is in the process of construction. She has al-
ready made friends with the village children. Ali has also enjoyed her 
views of the local wildlife including giraffe, water buffalo, monkeys 
and zebras together with beautiful landscapes. 

Matters for prayer include:- 

1. That Escom, Malawi electricity supplier, will attach the area to 
the national grid soon so that electricity is available. 

2. For sufficient water pressure so that the compound where Ali is 
based can get water. 

3. That her flat will soon be finished. Ali's support group would en-
courage you in praying for her and to prayerfully consider whether 
you are able to give any help financially. 

 

Ali Beckettôs address in Malawi is: Alison Beckett, c/o Mr and Mrs E. 
Uwaezuoke, PO Box 303, Salima, Malawi, Africa. 

Email: ali.beckett60@gmail.com  

mailto:ali.beckett60@gmail.com
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  Financial Information  

For the Quarter Ended 31st March, 2018 

The surplus for the first quarter of 2018 is Ã6,974 more than budget-
ed, which is really good news.  Based on current levels of regular giv-
ing, we are still expecting 2018 to be a challenging year, so please do 
keep reviewing your financial commitment to the church. 

  

From Richard Gillard and Tim Wettone 
(Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer 
respectively). 
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  Reflections on Youth Work 

By John Sills 

As some of you may know the last 17 
months have been challenging for our 
(the Sills) family and it seems that 
this will continue into the future for a 
while. This has meant that my commitment to the Youth work at The 
Good Shepherd has had to take second place. At first, I thought it 
might be only for a short time but as it is continuing I have been 
questioning whether, after nearly 35 years, it was time to reconsider 
whether I was serving in the right place.  

In thinking things over I came across this verse, 
again. 

ñAfter that generation died, another grew up who 
neither knew the Lord nor what he had done.ò 
Judges chapter 2, verse 10. 

I came across this verse when I first felt ñcalledò to 
work with Youth, in its broadest sense, whilst wor-
shipping at AEFC, which is now the Harvest 
Church.  

There is such a great need out there. Whilst serving here we, as 
Youth leaders, have come across a lad who thought that Moses was a 
character in Disneyôs Jungle Book and another who couldnôt under-
stand why Paul would write letters to the Genitals. This generation of 
Youth, and a few before them, have a really shallow understanding of 
Christianity, Jesus and His message of salvation. Even more worrying 
is the lack of moral teaching that seems to be coming through and 
the way society has developed into a very self-centred, materialistic 
model. An alternative ī Christian ī way must be offered and ex-
plained. 

I have been very blessed by the time Iôve spent serving the Youth 
so far. Iôm sure I gain more than I give. It is a real privilege to be 
prayed for by someone you have either led to Christ or have encour-
aged on their way. Watching and helping the Youth to develop and 
grow in their walk with Christ is such a reward in itself that can only 
be understood when you experience it. Seeing members of the Youth 
actually taking a lead and suggesting, and leading, prayer for a friend 
who is having difficulties is a sign of God working amongst them and 
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  encourages us leaders to carry on. And 
being told that a lad I spent time with 
encouraging and supporting through the 
years has heard the Lord call him to 
serve in the church and is today serving 
as a Curate, is so encouraging.  

Considering everything and praying 
about my future, I fully intend to be 
back serving in a more regular way as soon as I can.  

I and a couple of other leaders also meet up, individually, with 
some of the youth who have left either to go to university or have 
fallen by the wayside. We do this to ensure they know we do not 
leave them when theyôre 18, but that once they have been part of the 
ñfamilyò they are always considered and thought of as part of the 
ñfamilyò.  

At the moment, all I can do is help as and when I can, and pray 
for the group and each individual member of the group. That is what 
we can all do: pray for our Youth here at CoGS and those in our local 
schools and colleges as well as society in general. And that more of 
them will be prompted in some way to start to seek for a deeper 
meaning to life.  

We, as a nation, need more of Christ in all of our lives and to re-
store the Christian basis of our society. When we have ñgoneò who 
will be here to pray for the nation? We need to lay the foundations 
now, and prepare our Youth to take God given roles in society.  

And to prepare for Revival? Now, thereôs a thought! 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make 
your paths straight. 

Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 
This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 

Honour the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your 
crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats 
will brim over with new wine. 

Proverbs chapter 3: 5-10 
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  IMC: In 
Ministry to 
Children 

Our Church has 
been supporting 
IMC for a good 
number of years 
through Mission 
of the Month and your prayers. The director, Carlos Forero Leon, ask 
that we ñcontinue to pray, give thanks for the many supporters, and 
for opportunities to share information about the needs of children in 
Columbia.ò 

Although the main rebel group FARC have laid down their arms 
after more than 50 years of civil war, children still live on the streets 
of Bogata and scavenge for food. They are in danger of being exploit-
ed by the drugs gangs or dragged into prostitution. Over the years 
many hundreds of men joined the guerrilla groups, were kidnapped or 
were killed, breaking up families, leaving mothers and grandmothers 
struggling to care for and feed them, unable to earn a living. 

IMC has set up feeding programmes for children, encouraging 
them to go to school; and have set up workshops in agriculture, 
woodwork and bicycle repair, and craft workshops for the women, 
enabling them to earn and support their families. Some young adults 
have gone on to Further Education, and in a few cases have achieved 
degrees ī using their abilities to help their own people. 

The authorities acknowledge that many areas and communities 
need funding to provide the basics of life ī clean water, health care, 
education, et cetera, but are slow to get projects underway. Volun-
teers have dug wells and provided water purification equipment; oth-
ers are rebuilding a badly-damaged school, fi-
nanced by a British company which organises fund
-raising events by its employees. 

IMCôs AGM is in May and there is a Fun Day in 
Rams Walk, Petersfield, in the summer. 

Other ways in which we can help are by recy-
cling printer cartridges (envelopes available in 
Church), broken jewellery, odd earrings, et cetera.  

Ann Leahy has details on behalf of the Mission-
ary team. 
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  ñI cannot remember in my life any-
thing that Iôve been involved in 
where I have sensed so clearly the 
work of the Spirit.ò ï Archbishop Jus-
tin Welby 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement, which invites 
Christians around the world to pray during the 9 days between Ascen-
sion and Pentecost (10 ï 20 May 2018). What started out in 2016 to 
the Church of England, has grown into an international and ecumeni-
cal call to prayer. 

The wave of prayer culminates with celebration beacon events on 
Pentecost Sunday around the world. If you have been inspired by 
what you experienced as part of Thy Kingdom Come in previous 
years, why not find out how you can get involved?  
www.winchester.anglican.org/Thy-Kingdom-Come-%202018/ 

The Beacon Event 

Tickets are now available for the Beacon event, taking place at Win-
chester Cathedral on Sunday 20th May 2018, that will mark the culmi-
nation of Thy Kingdom Come 2018. 

They are free but need to be booked in advance here: http://
www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/events/thy-kingdom-come-beacon-
cathedral-service/ 

Mission Action - Saturday 19th May 

On Saturday 19th May during the Pentecost weekend a partnership 
between Winchester Cathedral, Tents on the Green and Churches To-
gether in Winchester is preparing a special day for the Royal Wedding 
of HRH Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. 

Come and join the festivities and activities available on the Cathe-
dral Green to see the Kingdom Come on this memorable day. This is 
an opportunity for you to send a church team who want to grow their 
gifts of evangelism. 

We aim to: 

¶ ¶ Bless people with the love and welcome of God 

¶ ¶ Model ways of engaging with people through listening and sensi-
tive engagement 

¶ ¶ Share the love of God in words as well as actions 

If you would like to join in please contact Phil Dykes: 
phil.dykes@winchester.anglican.org 
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  Christian Aid Week 

As you may know Church of the Good 
Shepherd supports this mission and has 
done for many years. 

This year it coincides with Thy Kingdom Come week 13-19 May. 
There are some copies of an 11-day booklet of devotions on the 
Christian Aid table at the back of church. It is also available online at 
www.caweek.org/devotional. Using this booklet you will be joining 
Thy Kingdom Come, the global wave of prayer for the growth of 
God's Kingdom here on Earth. 

This year's focus is on the devastation in Haiti caused by an enor-
mous earthquake in 2010 then in 2016 Hurricane Matthew struck. 
Highlighted are two stories, Marcelin and his three teenage daughters 
who live in a 2x2m concrete block. Vilia a mother of seven lost her 
own mother and her home in the earthquake of 2010. Christian Aid's 
partner KORAL built her a new home. In the hurricane a few years 
later this was one house still standing and Vilia opened up her home 
to take in her neighbours fleeing from the storm. 

Money still needs to be raised to build new homes to replace those 
which were destroyed. Ã210 will pay to train a local builder in Haiti to 
build a secure, comfortable home for people such as these. Letôs help 
by raising money this week. Host 
a coffee morning, collect door to 
door or hold a tin outside the 
shops at Oak Green Parade. See 
the Christian Aid table at the 
back of church for details. You 
may also contact Val Lucas or 
Linda Wettone for further details. 

Thank you. 

 

My body and my soul are so closely linked that they catch each oth-
erôs diseases.     

Source: Dr David Jeremiah. 

[The soul is oneôs mind, emotions and will. Ed.] 


