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Lisa Bonter leads the Pastoral ministry 
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The Vicarôs Letter 

We are all called to follow Jesus. We 

are called by God himself, but God 

uses his agents: his ministers and 

missionaries. And these are us, any 

of us that have responded to his 

call! 

This term, using Markôs account 

of Jesus as our ñbase campò and 

Isaiah as ñsupport teamò, we want to explore being Godôs agents for 

transformation of souls and society. 

We hope to learn about the full nature of the one who calls us. 

This is no minor choice or possible option among many similar op-

tions, this is an invitation from the King who has no equals. The na-

ture of this invitation is staggering. It comes at enormous cost, the 

crucifixion of God himself. And it is of vast worth, an invitation into 

family and participation. 

As we draw closer to, and deeper into, God we find ourselves 

changed, taking on the family likeness, and we are equipped and em-

powered by the Holy Spirit. We are not alone but accompanied by 

God himself as he launches us into the world to be Good News and 

bring the invitation of life to others. 

 We are deployed and on-call all day and every day. We return to 

ñbase campò, our cell groups and church, for regular check-ups and 

encouragement. And day by day we are Godôs agents in our work 

places, among our family and with our friends, even when shopping 

or at leisure ï God invites us to life and to bring life to others. 

During this term, we will join with the Thy Kingdom Come prayer 

initiative in the days leading up to Pentecost which coincides with the 

launch of  the Who Cares? mission. We will have a chance to partici-

pate ï to ask those we meet about their concerns and then, as a 

church, learn to respond. Do keep up with the information and join in. 

    Yours  
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Holiday at Home at Easter 

On March 31st, 46 guests from 
our community came and en-
joyed a day, which included 
crafts, games, Bingo and a singa-
long. 

Glenda gave us a great time of 
chair-aerobics and Jenny brought 
a super Food for Thought item 
before we tucked into a lovely 

two-course hot lunch. 

Chris was a fantastic Bingo caller before transforming 
into part of the Men in Black group and leading us in 
some wonderful tunes with everyone joining in. 

All the volunteers who helped with everything through-
out the day were marvellous and we all had a great time. 

Some of the quotes as the guests left included: 

¶ ñThankyou all for such a lovely day.ò  

¶ ñWhat fun I had today.ò  

¶ ñI cant believe you do so much here.ò   

¶ ñI havenôt sung those songs for so long.ò 

Some of the folk then returned for the Easter 
Tea and Praise on Palm Sunday, which was  very 
well received. 

This is a very popular event in the church so we 
look forward to our summer three-day Holiday at 
Home on 31st July - 2nd August. And have plenty of 
space for more volunteers and for new ideas for 
crafts, especially for our gentlemen. 

Do come and speak to us.  Lisa 
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 Each Month in the Church 

(You are welcome to attend any of our meetings) 

  

Our Sunday Services are at 8 am (a quiet contemplative style),  

at 9.30 & 11.15 am, and at 7 pm (a celebration service).      

Most, but not all, are Communion Services. 

Children also come to: 

Messy Church: 4-6 pm on the 2nd  

Saturday in the month (except it in  
August).    Kidôs Church: Sundays at 
9.30 & 11.15  

COGS Clubs during the year. 

Cr¯che: Sundays at 9.30 am 

Youth (Year 7 up) also come to: 

Seeke:eR and the Worship:eR Youth 

Band on Sundays. 

Deep:eR on Mondays (7 pm). 

Re:grouP on Wednesdays (7 pm). 

ñSoul Survivorò and ñNew Wineò. 

Tea and Praise     

Quarterly at 3 pm 

on Sundays. 

And monthly on                  
Wednesdays we 

have: 

Coffee and                   

Communion                   

(11 am) 

Tea and Chat              

for ladies (2 pm) 

Tea and Bowls             

for  gentlemen            

(2 pm) 

Further information from Matt in the Church Office or the 

diary on www.goodshepherdfourmarks.org.uk 

Other Meetings 

Prayer Meetings: 7 am Tuesday & some evenings. 

Communion Services  are monthly at the Care Homes. 
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Pop in for Prayer 

10-11 am Monday 8th May 

 All welcome for 10 minutes or more 

Brian and Rosalie, 17 Fairfield Green 

Tea and Chat 

& Tea and Bowls  

2 pm Wed 31st May 

 More information: Lisa 
Bonter (01420-560664) or 
the office (560622) 

Coffee and              
Communion 

11 am: 3 May 

 More information: Lisa 
Bonter (01420-560664)  

or the office (560622) 

Toddlersô Lunches 

12.30ð2.30 on 11th and 25th May 

 More information: Caroline Andrews c/o the Church Office  

Prayer Chain 

If you have any requests for prayer through the prayer 

chain, please contact Lisa Bonter on 01420-560664 or  

Romola Harper on 01420-563227 

Pastoral Care 

If you would like a visit by a member of the Pastoral  

Visiting Team, or you know of someone who would, 

please contact Howard Wright (01420-563344);           

or Debbie Norgate or Gilly Cobb 
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Cell Groups 

at The Church of the Good Shepherd 

Cell Groups meet during the week. Please contact the leaders 

or the Church Office if you are interested in looking at one or 

two, or in joining one. We encourage everyone in the com-

munity to join a Cell Group.  

Monday Evening 

David & Rachel Duffin, and Janet Foster 

Julie Boulton (fortnightly) 

Lorna Randall: Youth (Monday evening youth and alter-
nate Wednesday evening youth leaders) 

Tuesday Morning 

Debbie Norgate and Gilly Cobb 

Wednesday Afternoon 

Tim and Janet Griffith 

Wednesday Evening 

Lynn Vine and Mark Hughes 

Tricia Saltmarsh 

Pippa Dawson and Di Loosemore 

Trevor and Jackie Burch (fortnightly) 

Thursday Morning 

Julie Skinner and Caroline Andrews 

Thursday Evening 

(Brian and Ann Hubbard) 

Neil Vine 

Robert and Jane Parker  
  

Not in a Cell? Feel free to contact Val Lucas, the Ministry 

Leader for Cells, on 01420561139; or any of the above for a 

trial period. Or just join.  
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  Christian Aid Week 

Nejebarôs story 
ñItôs better to die in a camp than to die in a war.ò Thatôs 
what Nejebar thinks. ñItôs better to travel for months, in 
rain and snow, with young children. To walk until you 

injure your feet. To risk your childrenôs lives in a plastic dinghy. To 
leave everything you know behind. When the alternative is fear and 
terror, almost anything is better. When the alternative is bombs, bul-
lets and war, almost anything is better.ò 
Fleeing horrors 
Nejebarôs husband Noor was a teacher 

in Afghanistan. Imagine the horror the 
family felt when the Taliban announced 
they would kill anyone, like Noor, who 
worked for the government. Imagine how 
they felt when the Taliban carried out that 
threat on another family member, taking 
out his eyes before killing him. Almost anything has to be better than 
that. 
But now theyôve arrived in Greece, all they have is a tent. They 

have no other protection against wind and rain. Thereôs no school for 
their five children. And they have no certainty or clear idea of what 
will happen to them now. They thought they would stay for 10 days, 
but itôs already been six months and thereôs no end in sight. 
Noor describes their initial reaction to arriving in the camp in 

Greece: ñIt was like suicide for us. But we took the decision that it is 
better to die here than to die there from war.ò 
Together 
Throughout it all, Nejebar has desperately wanted what is best for 

her children. But her circumstances make it very difficult. 
Her youngest, Sudai, is five years old but looks much younger. He 

hasnôt been growing as he should. His tummy is swollen and they 
havenôt been able to find out why. They donôt have the language to 
explain to the only on-site doctor that Sudai is much older than he 
looks. 
Nejebarôs strength and steadiness make her the rock at the centre 

of her family, holding them together in this difficult and uncertain sit-
uation. But she hasnôt stopped there. Despite her circumstances, she 
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has welcomed two brothers, Farai-
doon and Farzad, into her home as 
they wait for news of where their 
parents are, or even if theyôre alive.  
An uncertain future 
Nejebar says: óWe still have 

some hope that one day we will get 
out of here and we have hope for 
our childrenôs future. We only want 
a peaceful life. We want our children to have an education, to go to 
school.ò 
We wonôt turn our backs on refugees like Nejebar now 
Christian Aid was set up by British churches in 1945 to support the 

hundreds of thousands of refugees who had lost their homes and 
possessions in the Second World War. We launched Christian Aid 
Week in 1957 to raise funds for vital work like this that was still con-
tinuing in the long running aftermath of the war. 
For 60 years, tens of thousands of dedicated volunteers have come 

together for Christian Aid Week each May to raise vital money for 
those most in need. Thanks to you, weôve been there for refugees, 
providing essential food, shelter and legal assistance. 
Your support is more vital now than ever. Letôs not turn our backs 

on refugees. Dig out those walking boots and join us on a   

    sponsored walk for Christian Aid. 
We'll be taking a circular walk around the Four 
Marks parish via Swelling Hill Pond on the afternoon 
of  Sunday 14th May And come back to the 
church hall after the walk for a well earned cuppa 
and some cake. 
 
For more information please see the display table at 

the back of church and pick up a 
sponsorship form. It's a great way 
to kick off the week! 
Let's do our best for Christian Aid 
in 2017. 
  
Submitted for the mission team by 
Linda (left) and Val (right) 
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  As the launch of Who Cares? draws 
closer, individual churches are starting 
to take on the planning for how Who 
Cares? will look and work in their own 
patch.  This is so exciting!  One of the 
biggest thrills at the recent training 
days was watching local churches shar-

ing together, and thinking about how they could work together.  And 
we know that where there is unity, there is blessing! (Psalm 133). 

The Core Team, and individual churches, are now working hard to 
make Who Cares? happen. 

Please join us in giving thanks for the following: 

¶ Churches from across the area are coming together, deepening 
relationships with a common purpose to reach out to the commu-
nity around us, to listen and then bring them the good news of 
Jesus. 

¶ More churches are continuing to join the campaign, meaning more 
people being invited to consider the question "what hurts you the 
most?" and the church responding to their needs. 

¶ Preparations are well underway for the launch events ī a prayer 
event, as well as the Beacon Event at Winchester Cathedral (more 
details below). 

¶ Praise God that we have a message of hope and life to give to 
those around us who are hurting, that whatever they face, Jesus is 
there, and can help them through. 

With the campaign's start drawing ever closer, please join us in pray-
ing for the following: 

¶ Please continue to pray for the Core team as they plan and co-
ordinate area wide efforts. 

¶ Please continue to pray for the team as they plan in more detail 
the launch events at Pentecost.  Please pray for inspiration and 
wisdom. 

¶ Please pray for individual congregations as they continue to plan 
how Who cares? will look in their local "patch". 

¶ Please pray especially that God would continue to provide all the 
resources needed to make the campaign a success, be they finan-
cial resources, people, time or other needs. 
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  We will be launching the beginning of the Who Cares? Listening 

Phase at our Thy Kingdom Come & Who Cares? Prayer Launch Event 

on Saturday 3rd June at London Street, Basingstoke, United Re-
formed Church. We will be welcoming participating churches to come 

and pray and worship as we look at dedicating time to asking our 

friends, families and neighbours ñWhat hurts you the most?ò 

During the evening there will be Thy Kingdom Come prayer spaces 

to reflect and spend quiet time in prayer, a Thy Kingdom Come prayer 

vigil where we will dedicate time to inviting the Holy Spirit to work 
within our lives, and a Who Cares? prayer launch where we will be 

worshipping God and praying into the work that we will be doing to-

gether. The programme is: 

6 ï 7 pm: Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Spaces (Prayer Stations for con-

templative personal prayer). 

7 ï 8 pm: Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Vigil (Corporate prayer inviting 
the Holy Spirit to work in our lives). 

8 ï 9 pm: Who Cares? Prayer Launch (Corporate prayer, act of com-

missioning  and worship led by a band). 

Please book your place via the Who Cares? Website or speak to any 

of The Good Shepherdôs team. 

  

Here is love, vast as the ocean, 

lovingkindness as the flood, when the Prince of Life, our ransom, 

shed for us His precious blood. 

Who His love will not remember? Who can cease to sing His praise? 

He can never be forgotten, throughout Heavenôs eternal days. 

On the mount of crucifixion, fountains opened deep and wide; 

through the floodgates of Godôs mercy flowed a vast and gracious 

tide. 

Grace and love, like mighty rivers, poured incessant from above,  

and Heavenôs peace and perfect justice kissed a guilty world in love. 

  

William Rees (1802-1883) 
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  ñThy Kingdom Comeò 
Beacon Event,         

Winchester Cathedral  

Sunday 4 June 2017, 
19:00 - 20:30 

 

Dear Friends 

I would like to warmly encourage  you and your congregation to 
attend this event at Winchester Cathedral on Sunday 4th June. 

Between 25th May ï 4th June, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, is inviting Christians around the world to pray as one for peo-
ple to know Jesus Christ through the global call to prayer ñThy King-
dome Comeò (www.thykingdomcome.global).   

This year Winchester will be hosting one of several Beacon Events 
around the country on Pentecost Sunday to celebrate the end of the 
Thy Kingdom Come period of prayer.  This event will be an opportuni-
ty to gather together with others at all stages of life and faith to wor-
ship Jesus, be empowered by the Holy Spirit, and pray that others will 
come to know Him.  Carla Harding (24-7 Prayer) and I will again be 
hosting this event and the worship will be led by Neil Bennetts and 
band.   

At the 2016 Beacon Event each participant was invited to pray for 
five friends and family.  As well as praying, this yearôs Beacon event 
will also highlight and commission a number of community engage-
ment and mission initiatives.  This will include the launch of Who 
Cares? which many of the North Hampshire churches are committed 
to this summer. 

Tickets are free and available for both inside and outside the cathe-
dral and can be ordered via Eventbrite.  We would encourage you to 
book early as tickets went very fast last year. 

We would love you to come and join us for 
what promises to be a very special evening.   

With blessings, 

  

http://www.thykingdomcome.global
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thy-kingdom-come-beacon-event-winchester-tickets-33109353969
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The Gospel Canticle:  

The Benedictus, or Zechariahôs song 

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to 
his people and redeemed them. 

He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 

To show mercy to our ancestors and to remember his holy cove-
nant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from 
the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without 
fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for 
you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 

to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the for-
giveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by 
which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 

to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace. 

 

  

Disturb us Lord 
when we are too well pleased with ourselves, when our dreams have 
come true because we have dreamed too little, when we arrived safe-
ly because we sailed too close to the shore. 

Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess we 
have lost our thirst for the waters of life; having fallen in love with 
life, we have ceased to dream of eternity, and in our efforts to build a 
new earth, we have allowed our vision of the new Heaven to dim. 

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on wider seas where 
storms will show your mastery; where losing sight of land, we shall 
find the stars. 

We ask You to push back the horizons of our hopes; and to push into 
the future in strength, courage, hope, and love. 

  

[Attributed to Sir Francis Drake (1577)] 
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  Financial Information, First Quarter to 31 March 

The surplus for the first quarter of 2017 is Ã5,400 more than budget-
ed, due to some unexpected generous one-off gifts received during 
the quarter.   

Whilst this is, of course, really good news, based on current levels 
of regular giving, we are still expecting 2017 to be a challenging year 
with a Ã5,000 deficit still expected. So please do continue to review 
your financial commitment to the church. Many thanks, Richard 
Gillard and Tim Wettone.  

  

  

Dear Reader. I have tried to represent our financial figures clearly 
and concisely. 

Both the budgeted income and the expenses values are not 
identical every quarter. Variance is the term used for the difference 
between the actual figure and that budgeted. The most important 
figure is the predicted year-end outcome. 

Please let me, the editor, know by email anything that is not 
clear to you. Any failing is in my presentation and is not in the fig-
ures from our financial experts, Richard and Tim. 


